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secured. With regard to the second point the
Viceroy said that His Majesty's Government were
not under any misapprehension as to the impor-
tance of the contentment of the Muslim communi-
ty to the stability and success of any constitutional
developments in India. His Excellency added^
"you need have no fear that the weight which
your community's position in India necessarily
gives their views will be underrated." This-
assurance does not really meet the point raised
by Mr. Jinnah. It left the Muslims within the
region of consultation and counsel; whereas the
essence of the Muslim demand was that the
Muslims should themselves be the final judges of
what was best for them without meaning any
harm to others. The demand, however, was so
just and fair that it had to be met, as will be seen
later on. The whole question was put in a
nutshell by Mr. Jinnah. Great Britain wants ta
rule India; Mr. Gandhi and the Congress want
to rule India and the Muslims; the Muslims
say that they would not let either Britain or
Mr. Gandhi to rule them ; they wanted to be free
to rule themselves. As for the point relating to
Palestine, the Viceroy stated that His Majesty's
Government in framing 'their policy had en-
deavoured to meet fill reasonable Arab demands
and they continued to be fully alive to the impor-
tance of that issue. The fourth point was-